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Welcome from the President

Dear Keble Fresher,

Welcome to the Keble College Middle Common Room (MCR), and congratulations on your

acceptance!

Keble, which is considered the first Oxford College of the modern era, boasts around 330 full-

time and 100 part-time graduate students making us one of the largest MCRs within Oxford.

Founded in memory of John Keble as a way of extending access to Oxford University, Keble

College is a community known for its inclusivity and diversity. Regardless of background or

upbringing, you are now part of the Keble family!

At the heart of Keble, graduate life is the MCR, of which you are now a member, and is a

great base to build your Oxford experience. In this community of postgraduate students, you

will have the chance to meet students from all corners of the world, studying a wide range of

subjects. It is my hope that you will meet interesting people, widen your intellectual horizons,

and form close, lifelong friendships.

Alongside the MCR are the Junior Common Room (JCR) for undergraduate students and the

Senior Common Room (SCR) for academic sta↵, with opportunities to engage with both groups.

The MCR is also a physical space, with locations on Keble Parks Road (aka Main Site) and the

HB Allen Centre (HBAC). Feel free to use these facilities for relaxing, studying, and socialising.

The MCR is headed by a committee, which organises a variety of events for you throughout

the year including arts and cultural events, sports activities, movie nights, pub quizzes, and

much more – all designed to provide a fun, engaging, and friendly atmosphere. This brief guide

is designed to introduce you some of the nuances of the MCR, College, HBAC, and moving to

Oxford.

In light of the current pandemic, we understand that many of you may have concerns or ques-

tions about your time in Oxford. Whilst a degree of flexibility and creativity will be needed,
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the MCR is committed to delivering social events, albeit in line with College, University, and

government guidelines. We have scheduled several Freshers’ events for the beginning of the

academic year to ease your transition and to allow you to meet MCR members. Plus, you

will be able to get more information about Keble life, the ins and outs of Oxford, and Oxford

clubs and associations. I encourage you to come to as many events as you can and meet as

many fellow MCR members as you can. To keep up-to-date with the latest events and an-

nouncement, please join our Facebook group. Info will also be relayed through our two mailing

lists (keblemcr@maillist.ox.ac.uk; keblemcr-social@maillist.ox.ac.uk), which you will be added

to by the start of the academic year. If this is not the case, please contact our IT o�cer

(it@mcr.ox.ac.uk), who will add you.

The MCR is also a significant resource for mental, and emotional welfare. We have an incredible

Welfare Team, peer supporters, and a whole community of friends and colleagues to help you

navigate the ups and downs of student life. The MCR is here to help you make the most of your

time at Oxford, so please don’t hesitate to approach any committee member with questions or

concerns. Additionally, this handbook has a list of contactable people in College, who can help

you sort out any queries such as accommodation, finances, registration, and academic concerns

(page 14).

I looking forward to meeting you all and I am so excited for you to become a part of this

amazing community!

Cheers,

Sydney Yee

Keble College MCR President

2020-2021

(president@mcr.keble.ox.ac.uk)
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1 MCR Committee

The Executive Committee consists of the President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary.

The committee holds MCR meetings, occurring twice per term, and oversees the MCR budget.

They also represent the MCR to the Governing Body of College, attending meetings with the

Warden, Bursar, and Domestic Bursar.

On a more personal note, the Executive Committee o�cers are here to represent you and are

willing to assist you with any issues you may have! Executive Committee o�cers are returning

students to Keble MCR and know the ropes. Never hesitate to reach out!

2020-2021 O�cers

President- Sydney Yee (president@mcr.keble.ox.ac.uk)

Sydney, is a third year DPhil student in Clinical Neurosciences with a focus on astrocyte research

in multiple sclerosis. Beyond her studies, Sydney enjoys the arts, rowing (KCBC for the win!),

and reading in Uni Parks. Always approachable, Sydney is the go-to person for any questions

about the workings of the MCR and can point you in the right direction if you need assistance.
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Vice-President- Jack Ren (vp@mcr.keble.ox.ac.uk)

Jack is a third year DPhil in Synthesis for Biology and Medicine. Outside of the lab, he can

often be found on the river, rowing at unsociable hours. As vice-president, Jack is the point of

contact for constitutional matters and domestic issues.

Treasurer- Chloe Tubman (treasurer@mcr.keble.ox.ac.uk)

Chloe is the MCR Treasurer. She’s a third year DPhil student on the Wellcome Chromosome

and Developmental Biology programme, studying heart regeneration. When she’s not in the

lab, you’ll find her on the river shouting at men to row faster or baking and watching 90210,

depending on what Miss Rona allows..
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Secretary- Annika Schaefer (secretary@mcr.keble.ox.ac.uk)

Annika is starting her fifth year as a medical student. As Secretary, she is in charge of sending

the weekly notices to MCR members and taking minutes at the general meetings.

2 Welfare Team

The MCR Welfare Team is comprised of our Welfare, Equality O�cers, and a trained team

of Peer Supporters. Whatever di�culty, problem or stress you may be encountering in life –

personal, academic, emotional, health, financial, or otherwise – we are here for you, and hope

you will feel encouraged to get in touch with any of us. Peer Supporters are students who have

been trained in e↵ective listening, sensitive communication, and the welfare resources available

in Oxford, and who are always on hand to talk about any issue, large or small. They will see

you in confidence, listen and support, and try to help in any way they can. They hope to

continue building a safe, comfortable, and enjoyable community for all of you – one that values

looking out for one another.

Peer Supporters:

Thomas Player (thomas.player@keble.ox.ac.uk)

Aleksander Zagajewski (aleksander.zagajewski@keble.ox.ac.uk)
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Ellen Pasternack (ellen.pasternack@keble.ox.ac.uk)

Welfare O�cers act as a point of contact for all matters pertaining to welfare within the graduate

community, and liaise between central University and the MCR to continually improve Keble’s

welfare provision. They represent the MCR at Student Support Committee, Health and Safety,

Domestic, and Welfare Committee meetings. Together with the Equality O�cer, they seek to

raise issues that a↵ect the welfare of members of our community, and work towards ensuring

that the needs of all members are heard fairly at College and University levels. They also

provide contraception, pregnancy tests, panic alarms, lube, and dental dams on confidential

request.

The role of the Equality and Diversity O�cer is to be a source of advice for those who require

support in equality matters, to promote equal participation of members in all aspects of the

MCR, and to discourage discrimination against any particular group. While this is the partic-

ular role of the Equality and Diversity O�cer, it is also the responsibility of every member.

Discrimination of any kind is not tolerated in the Keble MCR.

Michaelmas 2020 O�cers:

Welfare O�cer- Rachel Darby & Violeta Stojalnikova (welfare.keble.mcr@gmail.com)

Rachel is currently in her second year working towards an MPhil in Political Theory. She can

usually be found in a library reading about 1960s feminism. When on a break from books,

Rachel passes happy hours searching for great cake, running around Port Meadow, and wishing

she was on a beach.

Violeta is a third-year DPhil in Organic Chemistry. She wants to make sure all MCR students
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feel connected and stay social, especially during these uncertain times. She believes staying in

touch and having fun together can greatly improve mental health - or just provide a distraction

for those who need it. She o↵ers a friendly ear and can direct you towards welfare resources.

Please feel free to get in touch no matter how big or small your issue is!

Equality and Diversity O�cer- Roxana Akhmetova

Roxana is a first-year DPhil student in Migration Studies. Her research is on ethical use of

artificial intelligence in the immigration sphere and the impact of new technologies on human

rights of immigrants and asylum seekers. She finished her B.A. and M.A. in political studies in

Canada and her M.Sc. in Migration Studies at the University of Oxford.

3 Social Team

Traditionally, there are many larger events hosted by the MCR, there are weekly social events

of a wide variety. The uncertainty of the Covid-19 pandemic makes it di�cult for us to know

for certain how social events will run in the coming terms. We will strictly follow government

and University regulations to ensure the safety of all of our members while also providing social

events for our MCR. The best way to stay up-to-date with events and changes is to join the
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Facebook group and to check emails from the social team. We will provide a range of small

gatherings to online events, both alcohol-free and alcohol-friendly, throughout the year. If you

fancy running an event, or have an idea for one, get in contact with the social team. In a typical

year, exchange dinners are arranged with other colleges which allow MCR members to enjoy

a reduced hall meal at di↵erent colleges, as well as to meet other University students. While

these events may not be occurring in Michaelmas, we will brainstorm ideas so that we may

meet members at other colleges.

Michaelmas 2020 O�cers

Exchange Dinners- Javier Pardo (exchange-dinner@mcr.keble.ox.ac.uk)

Javi is a fourth-year DPhil student in Statistics and the Exchange Dinner O�cer for Michaelmas

term. He will (try to) organise dinners with members of other colleges’ MCRs (far less cool

than ours, obviously!). He also loves boardgames, social events, and croquet!

Black Tie Dinner- Jai Bolton (black-tie-dinner@mcr.keble.ox.ac.uk)

Jai is a first-year interdisciplinary biosciences DPhil student interested in all things ‘infectious

disease.’ As a retired Social Sec, Jai has decided to use his skills in organising dinners for our

MCR!
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Environment O�cer- Barley Rose Collier Harris (barley.collierharris@keble.ox.ac.uk)

Barley is a first-year DPhil in Forest Science. This is her second time as part of the MCR

committee, initially as social secretary and now as environmental o�cer. She looks forward to

working with you to make the MCR more sustainable and providing environmental learning

opportunities!

Arts and Culture O�cer- Emanuele Prezioso (emanuele.prezioso@keble.ox.ac.uk)

Emanuele is a third-year DPhil in (cognitive) archaeology. When he is not busy organising

conferences, talks, and meetings (on materiality or cognitive studies), he enjoys hiking in the

countryside, taking pictures (mostly of Keble), and running along the Thames. As Arts and

Culture o�cer, he sets up movie nights, theatre trips, and museum visits for the MCR commu-

nity
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4 Sports

All information regarding sports is uncertain at this time. Stay informed about changes to reg-

ulations at the University in order to learn more about which sports will be available. Again,

the Facebook group is your best way to stay connected in terms of updates.

Normally at Oxford, you can play sport at University (‘Blues’) or college level. While the Blues

teams tend to be a bit more serious, taking part in college sport is a great way to stay active,

fuel your competitive edge, and meet new people - all teams also have a great social scene! In

Keble, there are various MCR specific teams including men’s and women’s Football and Cricket.

When combined with the JCR you can get involved with anything from Rowing and Hockey to

Dancesport and Croquet. That does not mean there are not other new sports on o↵er if you

fancy them: Keble MCR members have joined university teams such as Quidditch, Ultimate

Frisbee and Australian Rules Football so there should definitely be something on o↵er for you!

If you want to know more of what is available in Keble and Oxford have a look at the Sports

page on the MCR website or get in touch with the Sports O�cer. Keble MCR has a punt rented

at the Cherwell Boathouse that can be booked during Trinity Term and Summer through the

Porters’ Lodge.

Michaelmas 2020 Sports O�cer- Konstantinos Klaourakis (sports@mcr.keble.ox.ac.uk)

Konstantinos is a third-year DPhil based in the Department of

Physiology, Anatomy and Genetics, where he is studying the role

of the immune system in heart regeneration. Outside of the lab,

he is playing for the Oxford University Water Polo Club and for

the Keble MCR football team. Starting from summer 2020 he is

the Sports O�cer for the Keble’s MCR.
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Sport Facilities Outside College

College’s Sport Ground:

The College’s sports ground is 10 minutes north of the main site on Woodstock Road. In the

summer Cricket is played and the sports ground o↵ers two artificial cricket nets and two grass

nets as well as Tennis courts. Other team sports, notably rugby and hockey, are played in the

University Parks, opposite the main site.

Squash Courts:

Keble College members have use of a squash court with showers, changing room, and observation

gallery. It is accessed via St. Cross Road, backing onto the University Club Sports Ground.

A Membership Application Form, along with Terms and Conditions, can be obtained on the

Keble website or from the Porter’s Lodge. The membership fee is £15/year, irrespective of the

time of year you choose to join and is payable by a charge to battels.

Boathouses:

The College has two boathouses, one on the banks of the Isis (Thames) amongst the main

college boathouses, and another on the Isis at Godstow. There are opportunities for novices to

begin rowing in eights.

University Sport Facilities:

Graduates can make use of the University’s sport facilities, many of which are located at the

I✏ey Road site 10-15 minutes from Keble. University Parks: University Parks are a short walk

from Keble and HBAC and are a great location to run or organise informal games. Many of

our sports events will happen here and take some time to explore the parks!
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5 IT and Social Networks

As default way of communication within the MCR, we have two di↵erent mailing lists. The

“o�cial” list and we encourage you not to unsubscribe from it. The “social” list is used for

sending out information about social events. By the end of September, you should receive an

email informing you that you have been added to both mailing lists. If this is not the case,

please do not hesitate to contact our IT o�cer, who will add you.

Besides this, the best way to stay in touch with events is to subscribe to the MCR calendar and

our Facebook page.

2020-2021 IT O�cer:

As we search for a new IT O�cer, Javi Pardo will be helping out in the interim.

6 Freshers Welcome Events

In order to make you feel welcome from your first day in Oxford, we are organising various

welcome events before and at the beginning of Michaelmas Term. These events throughout

mid-September until the beginning of term (0th Week, 5-11 October). We will ensure that all

students who are required to self-isolate are able to attend organised online events. Fresher

Welcome events will be smaller gatherings and more details will be shared closer to September.

Look for the full schedule on the Facebook page and in your email. This is a great opportunity

for you to get to know people at your college, understand how life in College works and ask any

burning questions you may have!

We are organising ‘Drop-in-Desks’ on several evenings (both virtual and in-person) where cur-

rent members of Keble MCR are more than happy to answer your questions. We hope to

have plenty of Meet and Greets, receptions, and tours of College and Oxford so be ready to

(socially-distance) meet lots of great people!
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Apart from socialising, there are a few other things you need to do in the first couple of weeks,

such as registering with a GP, meeting the college nurse and attending the o�cial College

welcome event (including the fire safety talk). More information will be released.

Fresher’s Week President- Molly Masterson (molly.masterson@keble.ox.ac.uk)

Molly completed her MPhil in June and will be returning to Keble as a first-year DPhil in

Archaeology. This is her second year as the Fresher’s Week President and she will do her very

best to help students integrate into the Keble community. She can’t wait to welcome another

group of Freshers to Keble!

7 Facilities

Listed below are the range of facilities that are typically available at Keble and HBAC. The

uncertainty of Covid-19 makes it impossible for us to know, at this time, which facilities will

be available.

Keble Parks Road (Main)

Common Room

The main room of the Keble MCR is the reading room and has many comfy sofas and an open

fireplace which is often lit in the winter. It is an excellent place to work/relax in Oxford! Other

Keble MCR facilities include a TV room with a Sky TV, Blu-ray player and Wii, a kitchen

with a refrigerator, microwave and dishwasher, which everyone is free to use. Disabled access

to the Keble MCR is via Hayward Quad.
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Porters’ Lodge

The college porters are some of the most helpful people in college. The Porters’ Lodge, located

at the entrance to the College, is mainly responsible for security and post but can provide you

with most of the practical information you need. Don’t be afraid to ask questions. The Lodge

is open 24 hours a day and the porters are there to help and support you. Disabled access is

via the entrance to staircase 1 in Liddon Quad. The front college gate is locked after dusk but

members can enter using their University Card (aka Bod card).

All keys (squash quart, gym, music room, etc.) can be accessed here.

Call in case of emergency: +44 1865 272727

Keble Library

Accessed using your Bod card, Keble library is open 24 hours a day throughout the year,

something you will really appreciate when university libraries close early during the holidays.

The books within the library are largely geared towards undergraduate courses, although many

graduates admit to being pleasantly surprised by its resources.

Graduates can request the library to stock a book for them, if it is su�ciently relevant to

their studies. Similarly, you can ask your college advisor to place a request on your behalf.

The library has a printer and two computers (printer use only) in the basement. Copying and

printing costs will be charged to your college account (known as Battels). You can also borrow

DVDs, travel guides, and novels from the library.

Computer Room

There is a computer room (including printers) beneath the Warden’s Lodgings, which you access

with your Bod card. It does not have disabled access. The college IT o�ces are also located

here and they are a good first contact to help you with any computer problems for free. You get

a university email account once you have registered. This is done through the Oxford University

Computer Services (https://register.oucs.ox.ac.uk/login) and you will be sent all the necessary
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instructions before your arrival. Since email is the default means of communication within the

university, it is important to activate your account as quickly as possible.

Keble Bar

The role of Keble bar may change during Michaelmas as we navigate Covid-19 guidelines. In a

typical term, Keble bar is a good social space in College which provides an alternative to the

MCR. With £2.50 pints and a pizza bar (open during weeks 1-8 of term), this is a great place

for a drink and a bite to eat at the end of the day. The bar is also complete with various games

equipment including a billiard’s table and a darts board.

HB Allen Centre Facilities

As the HB Allen Centre (HBAC) is where many MCR Members live, many (but not all) events

will be held here. Those of you who do not live here will still have access to many of the facilities

in HBAC and can register for a FOB at the HBAC Porters’ Lodge (see below).

Porters’ Lodge

The Porters at HBAC are a great resource for helping you settle at HBAC, even if you will

not be living there. You can request your FOB from the Porters, which will give you access to

MCR spaces. Packages will be delivered here and all graduate pidges are located in the Acland

building. If you can’t locate something, the Porters are sure to point you in the right direction!

Post

All graduate ’Pidges’ (post-box) are located in the Sarah Acland building on the ground floor.

Whether you live in HBAC or not, your campus and external post will be sent to your pidge

here.

MCR

There is an MCR located within HBAC. Equipped with large sofas, billiards’s table, table

football, TV, tables, and kitchenette, the HBAC MCR is a great space to meet with friends.
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QCR

The Quiet Common Room (QCR) is a designated quiet study space in HBAC. We encourage

members to respect the agreed upon ”quiet space” as voted by the MCR. There are plenty of

tables, chairs, and sofas available for use as well as a kettle and sink for late night tea.

Terraces

There are two terraces at HBAC availbe May to September: the How High Terrace and Clara’s

Terrace. Clara’s Terrace is available to all members of the MCR and their guests during daylight

hours. The terrace is accessed via staircase 5. The door onto the terrace will be unlocked by

the Porters at the start of the day and locked at its end. Members on the terrace at closing

time should respect the instructions of the porters and/or the Sub Dean. The terrace may be

used for relaxation, private or group study, and meetings with friends and colleagues.

How High Terrace is available to members of the MCR and their guests for organised gatherings,

the details of which must have been approved by the Sub-Dean at least seven days in advance.

Such gatherings may, at the Sub-Dean’s absolute discretion and subject to availability, also

have access to the adjacent Visitors’ Common Room. The terrace may be used for receptions,

drinks parties, bu↵ets etc. These should normally be sponsored by the MCR Committee or by

a Fellow of the College.

Cafe

The Cafe is located between the Porters’ Lodge and the MCR. Snacks and pre-made food are

available here and can be purchased with your Bod card. There are plenty of tables and seating

for MCR use.

Laundry

HBAC has laundry facilities in the basement with four washers and dryers (although shared

kitchens also have dryers). Laundry services are payable by card and open 24 hours a day.
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Gym

HBAC has its own gym and more information will follow concerning orientation, cost, and hours

so keep an eye on your email!

8 Accommodation

College Accommodation

The newly built H B Allen Centre brings 2/3 of Keble’s graduate students onto one site o↵ering

top-quality accommodation and fantastic supporting facilities. It has 231 en-suite rooms for

postgraduate students. Of these, 191 are arranged in 32 self-contained flats, each with a spa-

cious communal kitchen/dining room. The remaining 40 are individual rooms with their own

kitchenette. For further information, click here

University Accommodation

As a University member, you may also be able to get accommodation owned and managed

centrally by the university. For that, you must apply to the University Accommodation O�ce.

This is typically not in association with Keble College and is separate to college accommodation.

Private Accommodation

Private accommodation varies widely in cost, quality, and convenience. If you are living out

of the College, it is worth coming to Oxford as early as possible to find a place to live. Ac-

commodation in Oxford is expensive (average about £120 a week for students) and finding a

place near your College or department can be di�cult. The University Accommodation O�ce

is the best resource and has a database of what is available. Another useful source of informa-

tion is the Daily Info website. The most practical way to find accommodation is through the

OxGradHousing Facebook group. Research students and those on two-year courses may need to

secure this kind of housing in their second and subsequent years. There is also a comprehensive

guide available from OUSU that will be distributed around the time of the room ballot.
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9 Travelling to Oxford

The below information is under normal circumstances. Please check government information

before making any travel plans.

• One hour by train from Paddington Station. Booking in advance with the National Rail

or Trainline is the cheapest option

• Around two hours by bus from Victoria. The options are ‘Oxford Bus Company’ or

‘Oxford Tube.’

• Heathrow (LHR) and Gatwick (LGW): The bus service (‘The Airline’ is one of the easiest

ways to navigate to Oxford. Travel from Heathrow takes 90 minutes and costs £23 (single)

and from Gatwick takes 2.5 hours and costs £28 (single). Di↵erent types of return ticket

can be bought, depending on when you will be returning to the airport.

• Birmingham (BHX): The train is the easiest option and it only takes one hour.

• National Express coach service o↵ers a regular services from all of the major airports:

Heathrow, Gatwick, Luton and Stanstead.

• Gloucester Green Bus Station is the closest stop for those heading to Keble or the HB

Allen Center. Anyone arriving on a bus/coach from the North (i.e. Banbury/Woodstock)

get o↵ the ‘Keble Road’ stop or the stop opposite the old Radcli↵e Infirmary. Keble and

the HB Allen Centre are both about a safe 15 minute walk from Gloucester Green bus

station or 20 minutes from the train station. A taxi from the bus station or train station

to Keble should cost around £5. (001 Taxi’s phone number: 01865 240000).

• Rail and bus passes can be useful if you plan to travel in the UK while at Oxford.

A Young Person’s Railcard is available at the rail station for those 25 and under or full-

time mature students for about £30 and will entitle you to one third reduction with

o↵-peak rates. You can buy an one-year National Express Coachcard for £10, which

gives you discounts of up to 30% on National Express fares throughout Great Britain.
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Two passport-sized photos are typically required. Bus passes are also available from the

Oxford Tube, Oxford Bus Company, Stagecoach and Oxford Citylink companies.

• If you arrive by car, a limited number of short-stay parking places are available outside

the college on Keble Road for you to unload your car.

10 Arriving in Oxford

Weather

In the summer months, Oxford can be hot and sunny and in the winter it can be cold and snowy

(snowing heavily every few years), and it will also rain at any time of the year. So while you are

also packing thick jumpers for the coming term you may exchange these for cotton shirts and

swimming costumes come Trinity term. For the first term warm layers, a reliable, waterproof

jacket are essential.

Dress

Dress around the University is informal. There are several occasions such as guest dinners,

subject and club dinners, and balls where the dress code is black tie (tuxedo / formal cocktail

dress); attendance at these events is however completely optional. Tuxedos can usually be hired,

though second hand/cheaper ones can be bought in town. Other useful items of clothing are a

smart jacket and tie and a full length dress, according to your preference. Specific attire is also

required for formal university occasions such as matriculation and examinations (see ‘sub fusc’

in the glossary).

Bicycles

The bicycle is synonymous with Oxford. Cycling is a very popular means of transport in Oxford

as it is a fast and a↵ordable way to get around town. While it is more a↵ordable to bring your

own bicycle from home, this isn’t always an option and there are a number of bike shops around

the city. Unfortunately, where there are bicycles there is bicycle theft and it is advised that you

spend a little money on a D-lock and always lock your bike to a solid object such as a rack.
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There is a large second-hand bike turnover in Oxford. The Facebook group ‘Buy and Sell

Cycling Stu↵ in Oxfordshire’, is a good place to look for a bike if you want to buy one second

hand. Or you can always check the Facebook Marketplace for available bikes.

There are bicycle racks around the perimeter of college and plenty of bike racks at Keble Main

Site and HBAC. These racks are particularly secure as it is only accessible to members of Keble,

and the area is monitored by CCTV. If you wish to use these facilities, please register your bike

with the Porters’ Lodge (main site and in HBAC) when you arrive. A helmet is also strongly

recommended, and it is a legal requirement to use bike lights (white at the front and red at the

back) after dark. You can be stopped and fined for not using them. Removable bike lights (to

prevent theft), locks, and other things can be purchased from the university security services

at a reduced rate.

Cars

Parts of the city centre are only accessible to pedestrians and public transport, and parking

space is limited. There are short-stay parking spaces close to college and HBAC. There are also

spaces at Norham Gardens which is a five-minute walk. To use these parking spaces, you need

to purchase a parking ticket, which tends to be quite expensive. If you are living in private

accommodation you may be entitled to a resident’s parking permit, and you should speak to

your landlord. Students are not able to park cars within College grounds.

Buses and Walking

For those who wish to avoid having a car or bicycle in Oxford, it is quite feasible to walk to most

locations. Most destinations are within 5 to 20 minutes walking from Keble, although distant

locations such as the JR Hospital, Churchill Hospital, and Headington are easily accessible by

the comprehensive city bus system or by bicycle.

Passport photographs

You will probably find it useful to bring copies of recent passport-sized photographs. Member-

ship and discount cards often require a photo of this kind. An instant-photo machine is also

available in Boots, the chemist on Cornmarket street.
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Electricity

British electricity is 240/220 volts and 50 Hz and runs through the large three-pin outlets.

Visas, Customs, and Immigration

If coming from abroad, ensure that you have the appropriate entry documents on hand before

leaving home. Depending on your country of origin, this may include your letter of admission

to the college or your department in addition to your Tier 4 visa. Before travelling to the UK,

check the UK Border Agency website and/or your local UK Embassy for more information.

Remember (at least for your UKBA Landing Card) that your address in College/HB Allen is:

Keble College, Parks Road, Oxford, Oxfordshire, OX1 3PG or HB Allen Centre, 25 Banbury

Road, Oxford OX2 6NN.

It is probably not necessary, but perhaps advisable when clearing border control to carry all

the documentation used when applying for the student visa, particularly CAS documentation.

11 Financial Information

Soon after your arrival, you should visit the Bursary to check that your Battels Account is in

order. You will be required to pay a £150 damage deposit, whether or not you live in college

accommodation and key deposits (£15) for your room key if living in College. If there is a

delay setting up your bank account or some other kind of problem with your finances, you

should inform the Bursary immediately, as the sta↵ can usually make arrangements. More

useful information can be found here.

At the end of each term you will have to pay your battels (you will receive an email) but you

can do it before if you prefer. You can see all your charges and pay your battels here.
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12 College Doctor

When you come to Keble, you must register with an Oxford doctor. Keble prefers that you

register with the Observatory Medical Practice at the Jericho Health Centre on Walton Street.

Information about how to do this will be provided by the college before you arrive. If you need

to see a doctor, you can always ring and make an appointment (01865 429993).

There is also a College nurse, Glenys Knighton, available for a couple of hours every weekday

during term time (weeks 1 to 8) for minor treatments. The nurse will be holding her surgeries

in Somerville College, a two-minute walk from Keble.

UK residents, and some overseas students, are entitled to free health care under the National

Health Service, so be sure to find out if you are covered. You can also ask the nurse for

recommendations for dentists and other specialists.

13 Associate Members

Some individuals who are not current graduate students at Keble but who are connected with

college are able to become associate members of the MCR for a small fee. They are able to

enjoy many aspects of the MCR; they are added to the mailing list, can play in the sports teams

and are able to attend all events. To become an associate member, individuals must either be

a previous MCR member or the partner of a current MCR member. Please see the application

form on the MCR website or contact the secretary for more details. This is a particularly good

opportunity if you have a long-term partner or spouse coming to Oxford with you; sometimes it

can be more di�cult for them to integrate into a social scene. The associate membership gives

them an excellent opportunity to quickly integrate into a common social scene.
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14 Useful Contacts at Keble

Welfare Contacts

Position Name Contact

Sub-Dean & Welfare Lead Dr Simon Hacket simon.hackett@keble.ox.ac.uk
Welfare Fellow & Chaplain Revd Nevsky Everett chaplain@keble.ox.ac.uk
Senior Dean Dr Kazbi Soonawalla senior.dean@keble.ox.ac.uk
Senior Tutor Dr. Ali Rogers senior.dean@keble.ox.ac.uk
Harassment O�cers Prof Stephen Faulkner stephen.faulkner@keble.ox.ac.uk

Dr Beth Greenough beth.greenhough@keble.ox.ac.uk
Junior Deans Bogdan-Gabriel Draghici, junior.deans@keble.ox.ac.uk

Daria Jensen, George Webster
Welfare & Disability O�cer Trish Long welfare@keble.ox.ac.uk
College Nurse Glenys Knighton somenurse@nhs.net
College Counsellor Nicola Psaila counsellor@keble.ox.ac.uk

Other Contacts

Position Name Contact

Financial Controller Julie Hernandez julie.jernandez@keble.ox.ac.uk
Accounts Assistant Hien Le hien.le@keble.ox.ac.uk
College O�ce Penny Bateman, Vicky Archibald, college.o�ce@keble.ox.ac.uk

Kristy Scott & Caroline Reve
College Nurse Glenys Knighton somenurse@nhs.net
IT O�ce it-support@keble.ox.ac.uk
HBAC Manager Zdenka Miseje zdenka.miseje@keble.ox.ac.uk
Housekeeping Manager Cheryl Hall cheryl.hall@keble.ox.ac.uk
Porters Lodge HBAC hbac.porters@keble.ox.ac.uk

Parks Road porter.lodge@keble.ox.ac.uk
Academic Director of HBAC Dr Ian Archer ian.archer@keble.ox.ac.uk
Maintence Maintence Request Form Click for link
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15 Glossary

• Battels: Term for accounts/bills for students and academics at their individual

colleges, which can encompass anything from meals and accommodation to punt

hire

• Beadel: O�cial servant of the Vice-Chancellor

• Bod card: University card, named after the Bodleian library

• BOP: A party/disco held by a college, typically themed fancy dress

• Bursar: Chief financial o�cer of a college

• College Advisor: Postgraduate tutor in your field of study who is your point of

contact within college for any academic issues and/or welfare concerns you may

have whilst in Oxford

• Colour-coded flowers: A non-obligatory tradition for Oxford exams. You pin a

white carnation (flower) [to your gown] for your first exam, pink for your interim

exam(s), and red for your final. The colour of the flower symbolises the blood from

the heart of a student as they bleed all the knowledge they have acquired onto the

exam paper: hence the darker the flower, the closer to their final exam.

• Come Up: To arrive at Oxford

• Congregation: Supreme governing body of the University, consisting of all aca-

demic sta↵ and senior academic-related sta↵

• Cuppers: Inter-college competition

• Degree Day: Dates throughout the course of the year when students may be

presented with their degrees

• Don: An academic or tutor.
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• Fellows: Senior academics/appointed sta↵ who serve as the trustees and governing

body of a college

• Go Down: To leave Oxford

• Graduation: 1) The process of graduating; 2) Ceremony in the Sheldonian Theatre

taking place on Degree Days where students are awarded their degrees

• Lodge: Base of operations for college

• Pigeon Hole: The University’s internal mail system

• Punting: The activity of going along a river in a punt (= a long boat with a

flat bottom that is moved by pushing against the bottom of the river with a long

pole). Keble MCR has a punt at Cherwell Boathouse that can be use during TT

and summer

• Sub fusc: Oxford’s academic dress. Oxford students must wear subfusc to all

formal academic occasions; matriculation, some exams, DPhil vivas graduation etc.

This consists of black shoes, dark socks or tights, dark trousers or skirt, white

shirt with a bow tie or black ribbon, a black jacket or cardigan, mortarboard and

academic gown. Subfusc is not required for formal dinner in hall, where you just

need your gown. This dress code is checked and enforced so it is a good idea to

obtain the appropriate dress. Graduates wear an ’advanced student’s gown’, which

costs about £35. A mortarboard costs about £10. These can be bought from

University shops such as the varsity shop on Broad street as a pack. Alternatively,

if you wish, you may wear the gown and hood from your previous university.

• Tab: Student at Cambridge University

• Tutor: Academic who teaches students individually or in very small groups. They

act as both teacher and academic advisor
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16 Maps

Figure 1: Map of Keble College Main Site
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Figure 2: Location of H.B. Allen Centre
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Figure 3: Map of H.B. Allen Centre
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